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CLIMATE WORK –CHALLENGES

AND INSPIRATION



1. Addressing the largest sustainability challenge of tourism 

industry

UNWTO’s Glasgow Declaration – international cooperation, 

Visit Finland and Sustainable Travel Finland network

2. Joint challenge – setting targets and guidelines for 

cooperation and finding solutions

B2B and cross-sectoral public-private collaboration is 

essential for climate actions and utilizing best solutions

3. Responding to shift in customer demand and expectations

Tourism is recovering rapidly, leading to increasing carbon 

emissions. At the same time a growing number of customers 

wish to lower their travel CO2 footprint. Tourism business 

and destinations must enable this. 

4. City of Tampere and Tampere Region aim to be carbon 

neutral by 2030 

Tourism sector as a forerunner of this development

Carbon Neutral Tourism 

Destination – key objectives





SLIDE 4



Visit Tampere – Climate Action Plan 2024 - 2025
Glasgow Declaration on Climate Action in Tourism



CHALLENGES AND RISKS

• Engaging and supporting the companies:

• Financial situation – companies are unable to focus 

their resources on carbon neutrality efforts

• Incentives: potential benefits are not evident, do not 

materialize or cannot be identified and quantified

• The customer demand does not support carbon 

neutrality – the commercial incentives are insufficient 

and the choices of tourists do not support developing 

low carbon offerings and services.

• Coordinated destination level cooperation – fragmented 

action, no commitment to joint climate goal, lack of 

impactful public-private collaboration 

• The resources of Visit Tampere for coordination and 

indicator-based development are insufficient and suitable 

project funding is not available



Examples and 
inspiration



Sustainable tourism and experience economy | Tampere's climate and environmental watch

https://ilmastovahti.tampere.fi/en/theme/kestava-kulutus/55-kestava-matkailu-ja-elamystalous
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Collaboration network of cities and tourism industry 

leaders – hotels and main attractions – to accelerate 

transition towards climate neutral travel. Led by Helsinki 

and Tampere.

Goals and Activities

• We enhance public-private partnership and collaboration 

between companies across industry sectors

• We seek more effective ways to measure and reduce the 

environmental impact of tourism and to prepare for and 

adapt to climate change

• We produce and share new information and best 

practices for the tourism industry

• We engage new stakeholders in our collaboration

• We elevate climate action to a competitive advantage for 

tourism

Urban Climate Leaders in 
Tourism

Member organizations

Scandic Hotels

Sokos Hotels

Strawberry

Lapland Hotels

Courtyard Tampere City by Marriott

Messukeskus

Finlandia Hall

Suomenlinna

Linnanmäki

Särkänniemi

Korkeasaari

Menevä

Business Helsinki 

Visit Tampere
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