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Where food is produced: Cultivated area in Finland

Agricultural land in 

Finland (average: 7%, 

EU 39%)
Ylivainio et al. 2015; Eurostat
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Agricultural markets

 Extremely concentrated food consumer market; 92.4% of markets dominated by three chains

 Competitiveness is weak in agriculture but strong in retail and trade

 The share of primary production from food prices has decreased during the 2000s while that of trade and retail 

has grown

 Self-sufficiency in food products at about 80% but decreasing

 Agricultural metabolism strongly reliant on fossil/virgin inputs
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Historical regimes

28.4.2025JYU SINCE 1863. 6



Sustainability problems 

 Traditionally nutrient question has dominated the discussion about agriculture’s sustainability impacts

 In the 2000s, climate change entered the discursive environment

 Biodiversity issues have been bubbling in the backround

 Agricultural sector is strongly reliant on animal production – delegitimation & contestation

 Agroecology and organic farming vs. intensification and productivism

– Can the sustainability problems be solved using the same institutional logics that gave rise to them?

– Finnish food system is deeply integrated with fossil metabolism

– Focus on technological innovations and decoupling OR on the negative impacts of agriculture – however, 

agriculture CAN be the solution
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Nutrient use

28.4.2025

Ylivainio ym. 2015
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Organic farming in Finland
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Organic farmland in Finland, 1000 ha

 Share of organic farmland in 2023 is 14% 

 Majority of organic farmland is grass (43% 

in 2018); the growth has come mainly 

from increasing grass acreage

 5% of grain harvest is organic (2023)

(Pro Luomu 2024; Natural Resources Institute Finland 

2024; Koivisto et al. 2020)
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Biodiversity in agricultural 
environments

Luonnontila.fi
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• 24% of endangered species in 

Finland dwell in (agri)cultural 

environments

• Most of the disappeared 

species used to dwell in 

(agri)cultural environments 

(39%)



Root cause: concentration in 
agriculture
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Modelling future scenarios for agriculture with 
less animal production
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Lehtonen ym. 2023

http://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-952-380-614-6


JSBE

JYU. SINCE 1863.

Towards which kind of future?

 High tech: efficient production 

methods, decoupling food 

production from land and 

agriculture, capital- and energy 

intensive, sparing nature

 Agroecology: nature-inclusive 

production methods, localisation 

and decentralisation, 

”agroecological symbioses”, citizen 

inclusivity, sharing nature

1328.4.2025

High tech food 

regime

6 %

Contemporary 

food regime with 

fixes

47 %

Agroecological 

food regime

47 %

Kuhmonen ym. 2023

https://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-952-249-596-9
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