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1. MS for Startups Founders Hub 

1.1. General informa琀椀on about the program 

1.1.1. Purpose and objec琀椀ves for remote work 

Microso昀琀 for Startups Founders Hub is a digital pla琀昀orm that provides 
tailored resources, support and bene昀椀ts to assist new businesses at 
any digital maturity level, with no funding requirements. The program 
is for Startups in any business 昀椀eld that plan to incorporate some 
digital tools as a part of their business processes.  

Businesses that are eligible to join the Hub receive up to $150,000 
worth of MS Azure credits, along with access to MS development and 
produc琀椀vity tools and services such as Open AI, Github, Studios, 
Dynamics 365 and other third-party o昀昀ers. Besides, companies can receive mentorship and technical 
guidance from the MS expert network. 

In upcoming chapters, you will 昀椀nd detailed informa琀椀on about each product and service o昀昀ered by MS for 
Startups Founders Hub. 

1.1.2 Bene昀椀ts for applicants doing business remotely 

• Incorporate AI into your product or service using OpenAI products such as Chat-GPT4, DALL-E and 
others. 

• Use one integrated environment, MS Azure, to store your company data and explore the selec琀椀on 
of over 200 cloud compu琀椀ng solu琀椀ons to various business needs. 

• Collaborate with colleagues in IT product and service development projects and use the wide 
range of IT solu琀椀on libraries for your bene昀椀t in GitHub enterprise. 

• Develop, test, debug, and deploy your so昀琀ware and programs in Visual Studio Enterprise with MS 
AI features, one of the most comprehensive Integrated Development Environments for .NET and 
C++ developers. 

• Empower everyone in your organisa琀椀on to develop solu琀椀ons with low-code tools such as 
interac琀椀ve dashboards with Key Performance Indicators or automate processes using Power 
Automate. 

• Manage business opera琀椀ons by integra琀椀ng Enterprise Resource Planning, Customer Rela琀椀onship 
Management and other applica琀椀ons o昀昀ered by MS Dynamics 365. 

• Enhance produc琀椀vity and collabora琀椀on by using communica琀椀on tools such as MS Teams or Skype, 
and by using everyday common tools such as MS Excel, Word and PowerPoint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en/startups/
https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/products/ai-services/openai-service
https://github.com/enterprise
https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics-365
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For the overview of the bene昀椀ts of MS for Startups Founders Hub, please, see the table below. 

Support and bene昀椀ts from Microso昀琀 family of products and services 

Bene昀椀t Level 1: Ideate Level 2: Develop Level 3: Grow Level 4: Scale 

Azure credits $1k/1 year $5k/ 1 year 
(Addi琀椀onal $4k +1 
year for those who 
go from level to 
level 2) 

$25k/ 1 year 
(Addi琀椀onal $20k + 
1 year for those 
who go from level 
2 to level 3) 

$150 k/ 2 years 
(when entering at 
L4)( Addi琀椀onal 
125k + 1 year for 
those who go from 
level 3 o level 4) 

Azure Standard 
Support 

Access to 24/7 Azure Global Support 

MS 365 Business 
Standard  

10 seats / 1 year 

GitHub Enterprise 20 seats / 1 year 

PowerBI Pro 10 seats / 1 year 

Visual Studio 
Enterprise 

5 seats, un琀椀l the 琀椀me in Founders Hub ends 

Visual Studio Code Free download 

Trusted third-party o昀昀ers from MS for Startup Funders Hub 

Developer Tools and Prototyping 

OpenAI Free access to OpenAI team. $2,500 worth of OpenAI credits 

Bubble $3,000 in credits  
CodeSee 3 months free subscrip琀椀on, addi琀椀onal 25% discount for next 3 months 

Massdriver Unlimited seats for 1 year ($20,000 value) 
MongoDB Up to $5,000 credits / 1 year 

Fundraising and Investment Readiness 

Swoop 50% discount on Swoop’s Fundraising Package (1 year at a value of $1,250) 
E.B. Howard 
Consul琀椀ng 

60% discount on full EBHC Funding Menu service (1 year at a value of $3,300) 

Forecastr  30% discount on Forcastr Launch Plan (1 year at a value of $2,800) 
WE.VESTR Free 1 year subscrip琀椀on for Startups of less than 30 Stakeholders. Startups with 

over 30 stakeholders receive a 70% discount for the 昀椀rst year. 
Yoodli Free 3-month subscrip琀椀on (valued at $100) 
Ansarada  Free 1 year access to Ansarad’s board portal and curated startup deal room 

Sales, Marke琀椀ng and Customer Management 

LinkedIn $1,000 in LinkedIn ads credits. For Quali昀椀ed members 75% o昀昀 4-month Recruiter 
Lite, Sales Navigator Core, and LinkedIn Premium Business subscrip琀椀ons 

https://startups.microsoft.com/blog/founders-hub-benefits/
https://startups.microsoft.com/blog/trusted-partner-benefits/
https://openai.com/
https://bubble.io/
https://www.codesee.io/
https://www.massdriver.cloud/
https://www.mongodb.com/
https://swoopfunding.com/us/
https://www.ebhoward.com/?v=920f83e594a1
https://www.ebhoward.com/?v=920f83e594a1
https://www.forecastr.co/
https://wevestr.com/
https://app.yoodli.ai/
https://www.ansarada.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/
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Close  1-month free, then 12 months 80% discount on any Close subscrip琀椀on plan 

Business Tools 

Byteboard 55% discount on 1-year subscrip琀椀on (valued at $6,950) 
Toptal 15% discount on global freelance services up to %25,000, valued at $4,500 for 12 

months 

Stripe $25,000 in fee-free payment processing. 50% discount on incorpora琀椀on fee worth 
$250. 

Mercury $750 cash when you deposit $50,000 within 90 days of approval. Free checking 
and savings accounts, ACH transfers, domes琀椀c and interna琀椀onal wires, and more 
(up to $30,000 in value). 

Miro  Access to Miro Team o昀昀er or Growth o昀昀er 

 

1.1.3. Applica琀椀on process 

To join MS for Startups Founders Hub, all applicants have to meet the selec琀椀on criteria: 

• Your startup must be engaged in the development of a so昀琀ware-based product or service that will 
be a core part of your current or intended business - this so昀琀ware must be owned, not licensed 
by another party. 

• Your startup has received fewer than $10,000 in free Azure credits. 
• Your headquarters is in one of the countries covered by Azure. 
• Your startup has not gone through a Series D or later funding round. 
• Your startup must be privately held. 
• Your startup must be a for-pro昀椀t business. 
• Your startup is not an educa琀椀onal ins琀椀tu琀椀on, government en琀椀ty, personal blog, dev shop, 

consultancy, agency, bitcoin, or cryptomining company. 

To apply for the Hub, you 昀椀rst need to have a LinkedIn account which you can sign up for here. If you have 
linked in your pro昀椀le, then the sign-up for the Founders Hub for startup can be done here. 

A昀琀er applica琀椀on, it takes up to 5 working days to receive acceptance or non-acceptance for the Hub. 

In case of admission to the MS for Startups Founders Hub, you can select one of the four categories- Ideate, 
Develop, Grow, or Scale (see picture below). 

For a detailed view of the applica琀椀on process and Hubs portal, please, see this YouTube video.  

With the pla琀昀orm, startups can build their businesses at their own pace with up to $150,000 of Microso昀琀 
Azure. As usage increases, founders can unlock addi琀椀onal credits over 琀椀me.  For instance, if a founder is 
in the “Ideate” stage and is developing a prototype we will provide $1,000 for one year.  If the startup 
u琀椀lises those credits in a few months, they can request more from within the pla琀昀orm and we will move 
them up to the “Develop” stage at $5,000 for one year.1  

 
1 h琀琀ps://blogs.microso昀琀.com/blog/2022/03/08/microso昀琀-for-startups-founders-hub-now-open-to-all-no-funding-
needed/ 

https://www.close.com/
https://www.byteboard.dev/
https://www.toptal.com/
https://stripe.com/en-ca/payments
https://mercury.com/
https://miro.com/
https://foundershubsupportcenter.powerappsportals.com/category/?id=CAT-01005
https://www.linkedin.com/signup
https://foundershub.startups.microsoft.com/signup
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GPLHKX1Qz0


 

4 

 

 

 

 

For more informa琀椀on about the program, applica琀椀on process, and bene昀椀ts go to the MS for Startups 
Support Center 

  

https://foundershubsupportcenter.powerappsportals.com/
https://foundershubsupportcenter.powerappsportals.com/
https://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2022/03/08/microsoft-for-startups-founders-hub-now-open-to-all-no-funding-needed/
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Disclaimer 

This information provided for the Distance Lab project is based on the information, pictures and sources 

available on the Microsoft website (https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/).  It contains links to other 

websites or content belonging to or originating from third parties or links to websites. Such external links 

are not investigated, monitored, or checked for accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, availability or 

completeness by us. We do not warrant, endorse, guarantee, or assume responsibility for the accuracy or 

reliability of any information offered by third-party websites linked through the site or any website and 

feature linked in any banner or other advertising, we will not be a party to or in any way be responsible 

for monitoring any transaction between you and third party providers of products or services. 

 

 

 


