
 Building networking hub for units interested
 in lakes protec琀椀on in Bal琀椀c Sea tourist regions

Our aim
Our challenge is to 昀椀nd a solu琀椀on to prevent and reduce water pollu琀椀on 
in three Bal琀椀c Sea countries - Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. So we 
decided to create a networking hub for organisa琀椀ons interested in using 
knowledge-based solu琀椀ons to mi琀椀gate the impact of tourism on inland 
water quality. Building trust and raising awareness of lake pollu琀椀on is 
a key objec琀椀ve. To achieve this, the project promotes collabora琀椀on 
between the scien琀椀昀椀c community, local authori琀椀es and other 
organisa琀椀ons. Mee琀椀ngs and training sessions are organised to facilitate 
the integra琀椀on of scien琀椀昀椀c knowledge with the real problems faced by 
local communi琀椀es. Interna琀椀onal coopera琀椀on is encouraged to share 
experiences and develop best prac琀椀ces for collabora琀椀on between 
di昀昀erent levels of government, the scien琀椀昀椀c community and other 
organisa琀椀ons.

Pilot study
One of the main tasks of the project is to carry out a pilot study on 
the pollu琀椀on of selected lakes in the context of tourist intensity. 
We collect water samples from lakes in Poland, Lithuania and 
Latvia and analyse them three 琀椀mes a year for microplas琀椀cs, 
nitrogen, phosphorus and other parameters. This data will 
facilitate discussions between di昀昀erent organisa琀椀ons when 
pollu琀椀on is detected. To link the results of the analysis with the 
impact of tourism, we'll involve local authori琀椀es to provide 
tourism data. NGOs will share their experience in dissemina琀椀ng 
pollu琀椀on informa琀椀on. We also work with local authori琀椀es, NGOs 
and academic ins琀椀tu琀椀ons to raise awareness of lake pollu琀椀on in 
tourist areas through their communica琀椀on channels.

Conclusion
By presen琀椀ng the collected lake pollu琀椀on data to our partners, we hope to improve communica琀椀on and informa琀椀on exchange 
between professionals from di昀昀erent 昀椀elds at local and interna琀椀onal level. We plan to maintain a constant 昀氀ow of informa琀椀on 
between the co-opera琀椀ng organisa琀椀ons regarding prac琀椀cal ac琀椀vi琀椀es (lake sampling) and analy琀椀cal results in order to test and 
evaluate this solu琀椀on as the 昀氀ow of informa琀椀on increases.

h琀琀ps://interreg-bal琀椀c.eu/project/
lakes-connect/ 
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