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Finances in core projects
Å General rules for core projects

Å Budget in core projects
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General rules for 
core projects
Rostislav Zatloukal/Finance Officer
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Duration of core projects

CONTRACTING

3 months

IMPLEMENTATION

Up to 36 months

CLOSURE

3 months

Implementation of project activities 
in line with the eligibility rules

Final payment of project 
activities and administrative 

project closure

MC approval Implementation end Project end
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General principles of eligibility for core projects

Project budget

Å No specific size limits

Å Seven cost categories (incl. 
preparation costs)

Project partner budget

Å Each partner has its own budget

Å Can be used only by given partner

Å No combination with other EU funds

Å Public procurement

Further points for budget planning

Å Varying VAT eligibility

Å No gifts and awards

Å No cost-sharing

Å No double funding

No service/supply/work contract

Χ with own employees

Χ with partner itself (e.g. internal invoices)

Χ with other project partners
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Basic principles of reimbursement

o Reimbursementof costs

o Partner budget= Programme co-financing+ own partnercontribution

o Reporting of costs and payment of Programme funds ςin EUR
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ω80% of ERDF co-financing

ω20% own contribution
EU partners

ω50% of Norwegian national co-financing

ω50% own contribution

Norwegian 
partners

ωCo-financing depends on signature of financing agreement

ωDepending on FA - max. 80% of NDICI co-financing+ 20% own contribution

Russian 
partners



Management verification of core projects

o Simplified cost options ςverified by MA/JS ςno budget to be planned

o Real costsςverifiedby controllers

ÅCentralisedcontrol systemsςfor free, no budget to be planned

ÅSE, FI, PL, EE, LV

ÅDecentralisedcontrol systemςplan budgetfor the controller

ÅNO, DE, DK, LT, RU
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State aid to project partners

Assessment

o Risk-based approach: No specific State aid declaration to be provided

o Partners with medium State aid risk can require and justify a plausibility check

o No elimination of State aid through specific criteria

o The entire Programmeco-financing to a partneris either State aid or not

Details are shown in the State aid section of BAMOS+ 
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State aid to third parties

o Non-ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ

o Examples:

ÅConsultancy, product development or other subsidisedservices provided to companies

ÅAccess to research facilities for companies

ÅProject output (e.g. digital service platform) transferred to a company

o Measure: General Block Exemption Regulation, Article 20a

ÅEUR 20,000 per third party, per project

ÅProject partner has to calculate

ÅElimination of the aid elements if the value is beyond EUR 20,000
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Budget in 
core projects
_ǳƪŀǎȊ YƻǊǇŀƭκCƛƴŀƴŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ
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Forms of support 

Partner 
Report

Real 
Costs

Simplified 
Costs 

Options
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Forms of support 

Simplified 
Costs 

Options

Unit cost Hourly rate Staff costs

Flat rates
Fixed fee e.g. 

15%

CAT 2

CAT 3

Lump Sums
Pre-established 

amount
Prep. costs
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What can be planned?

CAT 1 

CAT 2

CAT 3

CAT 4

CAT 5

CAT 6

Staff costs

Office and administration

Travel and accommodation

External service

Equipment

Infrastructure and works

CAT 0 Preparation costs

Simplified 
Costs 

Options

Real 
Costs
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Preconditions for reimbursement of preparation cost:
Å Possibility stated in the announcement note 

Å Project applied in the application

Å Project did not receive other EU funds for the development of this project application 

Lump sum 24,000 EUR ς19,200 EUR Programmeco-financing

CAT 0 Preparation costs
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Conditions:
Å employment contract or equivalent

Å 1,720 hours per full-time employee per calendar year

Å productive hours only

CAT 1 Staff costs
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